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most of the artistic direction and content of the magazine. Fr. 
James Katinas (SOT 1991)  has rejoined the HCHC family as the 
Director of Institutional Advancement and has worked tirelessly 
during his first three months in the office to ensure that all printed 
materials at HCHC maintain the highest level of integrity and 
adhere to all institutionally mandated messaging and branding 
standards. Presbytera Gloria Costarakis (HC 2005) assists with 
the gathering of information for the magazine and the updating of 
alumni information. In addition to these three alumni, I would like 
to thank Peggy Giovane, who is responsible for the graphic design 
and who puts up with all of our opinions and artistic changes with 
great patience and humility. 

I hope that you take the time to flip through these pages and see 
all the exciting things that are happening on our campus as well as 
all of the accomplishments that your love, prayers and monetary 
offerings have made possible. Some of the noteworthy stories 
you can read about are: the kick-off of the two-year celebration 
of our 75th Anniversary, our first Alumni Homecoming event, 
success stories of fellow alumni, the classes of 1962 and 1987 to 
be honored in May, and much more. It is our hope that this 75th 
Anniversary issue will rekindle fond memories of your experiences 
at HCHC as well as ignite a new flame of excitement for the 
next 75 years of our beloved Schole. Additionally, may this 
publication serve as your open invitation to come visit your Alma 
Mater whenever your schedule permits in order to witness all that 
HCHC currently has to offer. 

In closing, if you have not done so recently, I would ask each of you 
to update your information on the form provided on our website 
and be sure to provide us with your most current email address so 
that we can send this electronic publication to as many of you as 
possible (hard copies available upon request). Please continue being 
ambassadors of our two schools by raising awareness amongst our 
Orthodox faithful and spreading the word to potential students. 
Finally, and most importantly, keep us in your prayers, beseeching 
the Lord to “show us the way we should go” to the glory of His 
holy name.

With love in Christ,

Gregory Floor (SOT 2005)
Director of Admissions/Alumni Relations
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Dear Alumni/Alumnae, 
Greetings in Christ our Savior!

It gives me great joy to be writing to 
you in yet another edition of Together 
Again as we approach our historic 
75th Anniversary. I would like to 
begin my letter to you by expressing 
my gratitude to three alumni who 
are instrumental in the production 
of this magazine. Adam Pantazelos 
(SOT 2010) is a recent graduate of 
Holy Cross and is responsible for 

The beautful campus of Hellenic College Holy Cross
Photo by Peggy Giovane
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FACES OF HCHC MOSAiC
Over the 75 year history of Hellenic College Holy Cross, there have been countless people who have been 
involved with our Schole as administrators, staff, faculty, alumni, students, trustees and benefactors. As we 
celebrate our 75th anniversary, let us remember those who have been instrumental in making HCHC what it 
is today.
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From the Archbishop

Beloved Alumnae and Alumni,

The blessed words that our Lord offered to His 
disciples, Abide in Me, and I in you, ( John 
15:4) have great meaning for our lives and 
ministry.  On the night of the Last Supper just 
hours before His arrest, trial, and Passion, our 
Lord spoke words of strength, preparing the 
disciples for what was about to happen and 
revealing the foundation of their work for the 
remainder of their lives.  Being Himself the 
True Vine and thinking of His disciples as 
its branches, He would be the source of their 
power and grace ultimately helping them to 
bear great fruit.

You know that the source of the grace and 
strength in your life is Jesus Christ.  When 
you came to Hellenic College and Holy Cross, 
communion with our Lord was emphasized 
through worship, teaching, and by example as 
essential to sustaining your spiritual life and 
preparing you to bear fruit in the lives of others.  
You also know how crucial it is to nurture 
your relationship with Christ through prayer, 
contemplation, discipline, retreat, and the 
sacramental life of the Church.

One of the greatest challenges in your service, 
however, is having the time to care for your own 
soul as you care for the souls of others.  This 
is why Christ admonished the disciples, abide 
in Me and I in you…for without me you can 
do nothing (15:4-5).  The branch that is not 
connected to the vine withers because it is no 

longer nourished by the source of life, but the branch that remains in the vine will bring blessings to others and glory to God. If you abide 
in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.  By this My Father is glorified, that you bear 
much fruit… (15:7-8).

It is so important for your wellbeing and your sacred work that you remain connected to Christ.  You need His presence with you every 
day as you respond to needs and offer guidance.  You need His power in witnessing of His grace and of the Gospel of truth and love.  You 
also need His grace, so that your heart continues to look with compassion on so many who need healing and salvation.  My prayer and 
encouragement to you is to abide always in the Lord.  Tend to your soul, and experience the great power and grace that will come from the 
True Vine and bear great fruit in the kingdom of God. 

     With paternal love in Christ,

                †DEMETRIOS
         Archbishop of America

TA



The arrival of 2012 will bring with it a new set 
of days, a period of time for all of us to not only 
continue our path of Orthodoxy but for our 
beloved Schole, which will be celebrating a great 
milestone.

Seventy-five years have come and gone since 
our beloved Schole was founded in 1937.  
Throughout these 75 years young men and 
women have traveled, first to Pomfret, now to 
Brookline, in order to study, with the hopes of 
one day being graduates of HCHC and fulfilling 
their dreams of not only furthering their careers 
but also in their own way furthering the ministries 
of the Orthodox Church.

The Alumni Association takes great pride in 
assisting the Theological School and College in 
any way that we can.  I thank all the alumni who 
have answered the call to the requests put forth 
by our association.  It is our hope that the future 
alumni will continue this great zeal that the 
founders of our Schole had, and that we all may 
rejoice in these 75 years but also look forward to 
celebrating a joyous 100 years.

I wish you all a blessed and healthy New Year.

Fr. George Chioros
Alumni Association President
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TA FROM THE president

TA FROM the Alumni Association President

Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends All,

The Psalmist praises God for His assured presence in the daily living of all people.  He praises God for 
the sustenance. He provides all beings through the wonders of nature. The 150  glorious Psalms address 
a myriad of life’s experiences and the grandeur of God’s abiding love, renewal and enlightenment.

We who are fortunate to be the personnel of Hellenic College Holy Cross find salient expressions of 
gratitude in the phrases of the Psalms that remind us of the privileges we enjoy in being diakonoi of our 
School’s mission and calling.  For example, we pray with the Psalmist:

Here at Hellenic College Holy Cross, we witness God’s call to individuals, couples and student couples with families to serve in 
His Church.  These people are called to serve as clergy, as educational and pastoral leaders, as chaplains in the military, at hospitals 
and prisons, as well as in schools and colleges throughout the world.  As America’s population experiences a spurt in the numbers 
of the aging, some of our future chaplains will be called to serve that most deserving portion of our population.  All these students 
and their families come to our school with a great deal of trust.  They trust our personnel, our faculty, our deans, you - our beloved 
Alumni - our trustees and all our esteemed benefactors.  They have deep faith in God and hope in the wholesomeness of our HCHC 
family.

Thank you for making our School better each day of its past 75 years and for your commitment to its important future.

Rev. Nicholas C. Triantafilou
President

Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion which cannot be moved, but abides forever.  As the mountains surround 
Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds His people from this time forth and forever.  Psalm 25:1-2

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good!  For His mercy endures forever.  Psalm 136:1

I love the Lord, because He has heard my voice and my supplications. Because He has inclined His ear to me, therefore I 
will call upon Him as long as I live.  Psalm 116:1-2
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On behalf of the Alumni Association 
President Rev. Fr. George Chioros and 
the Hellenic College & Holy Cross 
Alumni Board and Association, I pray 
this letter finds you all well. We have 
begun preparations to honor those 
alumni who have reached either their 
25 or 50 year anniversary since their 
graduation. To those of you from the 
classes of 1962 and 1987, we all join in 
with one voice to extend to you heartfelt 
congratulations!!!

In celebration of this wonderful 25 or 
50 year milestone, we hope you will join 
your classmates in our alumni festivities 
which will take place during this year’s 
graduation week on May 16-19, 2012. 
Alumni activities will be planned for 
the 16th and 17th of that week with 
commencement on the 19th. Please 
save the date as your classes will be 
honored in the chapel by His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios and our 
president Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou 
in the presence of the faculty, 
administration, staff and students of our 
two beloved schools.

You will be receiving an official 
invitation with more details concerning 
events and schedules, accommodations, 
special services and the dinner with 
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios.  
Please know that your presence on our 
campus for the events will also be an 
opportunity for you to meet current 
students and to see how the campus 
and campus life has changed over the 
years. We look forward to having you 
back at YOUR school and to sharing 
in the fellowship and memories with 
your fellow classmates as we honor your 
dedicated service throughout the years. 

With love in Christ,

The Office of Alumni Relations

Save the date!

Classes of 1962 and 1987TA

Hellenic College Class of  1987
Bachelor of Arts

William Alexander Avtgis
Andrew John Barakos*
Angelo C. Kalogeropoulos*
Rev. Edward Kelley, Jr.U
Christos Socrates Kourlos
Rev. Alexander M. Leong
V. Rev. John J. Niakaros
Demitrios Nicholas Toscas*
Rev. Michael N. Varlamos
Maria Xenidou*

Holy Cross Class of  1987
Master of Divinity
Rev. Arthur Michael Baron*
Rev. Manuel John Burdusi
Rev. Thomas John Cokotis
Rev. John Ernest Constantine
Fr. Maximos Nicholas Paul Constas
Rev. Michael W. Daskalakis
Rev.George P. Diamant U
Dr. Ioannis Georgopoulos
V. Rev. Nicholas Patrick Hughes
His Grace Bishop Demetrios of  Mokissos
Peter Christos Kyriakos*
Rev. George L. Livanos
George Michael Mavromatis*
Alexander N. Michalopulos*
Rev. Paul Nicholas Pantelis
Rev. Panayiotis Efstratiou Papageorgiou
Rev. Paul Anthony Patitsas
Rev. Konstantine Gus Michael Petrogeorge
Rev. James G. Retelas
Rev. Martin J Ritsi
Rev. Dennis Schutte
Rev. Stephen Charles Shagoury
Rt. Rev. Alexei Ronald Smith
Rev. Demetrios Tsigas
Steven Yankopoulos U

Master of Theological Studies
Anne Paula Griffith*
His Eminence Metropolitan Nikolas Sotiriou Hatzinikolaou 
Robin Lee Karagounis*
H.E. Nabuggwamu-Luzinda*
Wainaina  Wa Ngothu*
Samuel Kabonge Senfuma*

Master of Theology
His Eminence Metropolitan Emmanuel (Adamakis) of  France
His Eminence Metropolitan Nikoloas Sotiriou Hatzinikolaou 

Holy Cross Class of  1962
Rev. John Peter Angelis
Rev. Soterios Constantine Alexopoulos
Emmanuel Zacharias Vasilakis U
Eutychios Nicholas Kalogerakis
Rev. Peter Charles Carras
Rev. Peter Jack Linos (Metallinos)
Rev. Konstantinos Xanthakis
V. Rev.Gerasimos Dionysios Rassias
Rev. Alexander Demetrios Sgouros
John William Stergiades
Rev. Theodore George Stylianopoulos
Rev. Photius Peter Tomarakos

U indicates deceased, Memory Eternal
*  indicates no current contact information 

       May 16-19, 2012
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TA Memorial Wall donations - thank you!

Memorial Wall Donations from Parishes listed by Metropolis

Direct Archdiocesan District

The Church of the Holy Resurrection  Brookville, NY
Sts. Constantine and Helen Washington, DC
St. Nicholas Church  Flushing, NY
St. Demetrios Church  Jamaica, NY
Annunciation Church  Vestal, NY
Kimisis Tis Theotokou  Southampton, NY
Assumption Church  Danbury, CT
St. Prophet Elias Church  Yonkers, NY
Zoodohos Peghe Church Bronx, NY
St. Barbara Church  Orange, CT
Holy Trinity   Hicksville, NY
St. Demetrios Cathedral  Astoria, NY
St. Sophia Cathedral  Washington, DC
Church of St. Eleftherios  New York, NY
Cathedral of St. Paul  Hempstead, NY
Holy Trinity Cathedral  New York, NY

Atlanta

St. John the Baptist Church Myrtle Beach, SC
Holy Trinity/Holy Cross Cathedral Birmingham, AL
St. Catherine Church  W. Palm Beach, FL
St. Paul’s Church  Savannah, GA
St. John the Divine  Jacksonville, FL
Annunciation Church  Nassau, BAHAMAS
Annunciation Church  Montgomery, AL
St. George Church  Knoxville, TN
St. Barbara Church  Sarasota, FL
Annunciation  Mobile, AL
St. Nektarios Church  Charlotte, NC
Annunciation Church  Winston Salem, NC
Holy Trinity Cathedral  New Orleans, LA
St. George Cathedral  Greenville, SC
Holy Trinity Cathedral  Charlotte, NC
St. George Church  Hollywood, FL
St. Demetrios Church  Daytona Beach, FL
Annunciation Church  Pensacola, FL
Holy Resurrection Church Hilton Head Island, SC

Boston

St. Spyridon Church  Newport, RI
Annunciation Church  Cranston, RI
Annunciation Cathedral  Boston, MA
St. George Church  Centerville, MA
St. Demetrios Church  Saco, ME
St. Catherine Church  Braintree, MA
St. George Church  Pittsfield, MA
The Dormition Church  Burlington, VT
Assumption Church  Ipswich, MA
St. Athanasius the Great  Arlington, MA
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church Webster, MA
St. Nicholas Church  Lexington, MA
Assumption Church  Manchester, NH
Transfiguration Church  Lowell, MA

Chicago

Holy Apostles Church  Westchester, IL
Twelve Apostles Church  Duluth, MN
Assumption Philoptochos Society E. Moline, IL
Sts. Constantine and Helen Church Swansea, IL
St. Andrews Church  Chicago, IL
Annunciation Cathedral  Chicago, IL
All Saints Church  Peoria, IL
Holy Taxiarchai and St. Haralambos Niles, IL 
St. Athanasios Church  Aurora, IL
St. Spyridon Church  Sheboygan, WI
Sts. Constantine and Helen Wauwatosa, WI
Holy Trinity Church  Chicago, IL
St. Iakovos Church  Valparaiso, IN
Assumption Church  Chicago, IL 
Sts. Constantine and Helen Merrillville, IN
St. George Church  Schererville, IN
Annunciation Church  Kankakee, IL
Assumption Church  Town and Country, MO
Sts. Constantine and Helen Palos Hills, IL
St. George Church  Rock Island, IL
Holy Apostles Church  Westchester, IL
St. Elias Church  Dubuque, IA

Denver

Assumption Church  Price, UT
Annunciation Church  Houston, TX
Transfiguration Church  Austin, TX
Holy Trinity Church  Tulsa, OK
St. Nicholas Church  Corpus Christi, TX
Assumption of the Virgin Mary Church  San Angelo, TX
St. John’s Church  Omaha, NE
Annunciation Church  Kansas City, MO
St. John the Theologian Church Webster, TX
St. Basil the Great Church Houston, TX
St. Demetrios Church  Fort Worth, TX
Assumption Cathedral  Denver, CO
St. Dionysios Church  Overland Park, KS
Greek Orthodox Church of Salt Lake Salt Lake City, UT

Detroit

Holy Cross Church  Farmington Hills, MI
Holy Trinity Church  Carmel, IN
Annunciation Church  Memphis, TN
St. Demetrios Church  Saginaw, MI
St. Nicholas Church  Ann Arbor, MI
St. George Church  Southgate, MI
Panagia Pantovasilissa  Lexington, KY
Holy Trinity Church  Toledo, OH
Holy Trinity Church  Nashville, TN
Holy Trinity-St. Nicholas  Cincinnati, OH
Assumption Church  Saint Clair Shores, MI

New Jersey

St. George Church  Piscataway, NJ
Kimisis Tis Theotokou  Holmdel, NJ
Sts. Peter and Paul Church Frederick, MD
Cathedral of St. John  Tenafly, NJ
St. Peters Church  Danville, VA
St. Demetrios Church  Baltimore, MD
St. Theodore Church  Lanham, MD
Sts. Constantine and Helen Newport News, VA 
Holy Trinity Church  Westfield, NJ
St. George Church  Asbury Park, NJ
St. George Cathedral  Phila, PA
Holy Trinity Church  Roanoke, VA
St. Andrew Church  Randolph, NJ
St. George Church  Hamilton, NJ
St. Luke Church  Broomall, PA
Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral Richmond, VA

Pittsburgh

Annunciation Church  York, PA
St. John Church  Charleston, WV
Holy Cross   Stroudsburg, PA
Annunciation Church  Canonsburg, PA
All Saints Church  Weirton, WV
Annunciation Church  Lancaster, PA
Dormition of the Theotokos Oakmont, PA
St. Mary’s Church  Johnstown, PA
St. Paul’s Church  N. Royalton, OH
Archangel Michael Church Campbell, OH

San Francisco

St. Haralambos  Peoria, AZ
The Church of the Resurrection Castro Valley, CA
St. Nicholas Church  Northridge, CA
Sts. Constantine and Helen Vallejo, CA
St. John the Baptist  Anaheim, CA
Holy Cross Church  Belmont, CA
Holy Trinity Church  San Francisco, CA
The Annunciation Church Modesto, CA
Holy Trinity Church  Spokane, WA
St. Nicholas Church  Temecula, CA
St. Paul’s Church  Irvine, CA
Sts. Constantine and Helen Cardiff by the Sea, CA
St. Nicholas Church  San Jose, CA
Holy Trinity Church  Portland, OR
Holy Trinity Church  San Francisco, CA
The Ascension Church  Oakland, CA

The HCHC Office of Alumni Relations would like to extend our gratitude to those who have generously supported the endeavor 
to fund our HCHC Alumni Memorial Wall.  As a result of our two Memorial Wall pleas which were sent out in October 2010, and 
June, 2011, we have received approximately half of the funds necessary to provide for the Memorial Wall in its entirety.  We ask that 
you continue to support this cause by sending donations to the HCHC Alumni Association at 50 Goddard Ave, Brookline, MA 
02445 and writing “Memorial Wall” under the memo section.  In addition, please feel free to visit our Alumni Page on the HCHC 
Website to find an updated Memorial Wall list which you can download and add to your personal or parish prayer lists.
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Perry Hamalis  

“The Church is a body 
with many different 
needs.  We need to 
reflect on how to 
contribute, but need 
to be imaginative with 
how we serve.”

-Perry Hamalis (SOT 1996)

For many of our Hellenic College Holy Cross 
alumni who have graduated over the 75-year 
history of our school, ordination is the path that 
they have undertaken as a way to serve Christ 
and His Church.  While there is no doubting 
the nobility and holiness of this sacred vocation 
within the life of the Church, many of our 
HCHC lay alumni, both male 
and female, have also taken up 
the yoke of ministry by utilizing 
their God-given talents in other 
ways.  Perry Hamalis is one such 
example.  He holds the Cecelia 
Schneller Mueller Chair of 
Religion at North Central College, a Methodist 
affiliated school in Naperville, IL.  Although he is not ordained, Perry is still very much involved in ministering and 
teaching others about the Orthodox faith in a religiously diverse academic environment.

Perry Hamalis grew up in Elmhurst, and attended Holy Apostles Church in Westchester, Illinois,  where he was 
baptized by the much-loved protopresbyter, Fr. William Chiganos.  He later went to Boston College for his 
undergraduate studies, majoring in philosophy.  During this time, he developed close friendships through OCF with a 
number of the seminarians who were already attending HCHC.  He recalls that he would receive rides to the campus of 
HCHC while he was at Boston College, and would often attend services in the Holy Cross Chapel.  As a result of his 
familiarity with the student body and his exposure to the “Holy Hill,” he experienced a very smooth transition when he 
enrolled at Holy Cross as a seminarian in 1992. 

Holy Cross SpotlightTA



Service” at North Central College. In addition, 
his leadership abilities led to his appointment in 
2007 as Director of the College Scholars Honors 
Program, a role he continues to fulfill.

While Perry has tremendous respect for the 
priesthood, he believes there are countless 
ways to serve Christ using our gifts and talents.  
When asked about it, he stated, “The Church is 
a body with many different needs.  We need to 
reflect on how to contribute, but also need to be 
imaginative with how we serve.”  He added that 
the Church needs priests, professors, journalists, 
etc., and hopes that his efforts in his role as a 
teacher and scholar have helped to support the 
essential work the clergy are doing.  Currently 
his book, Formed by Death, is being prepared 
for publication with the University of Notre 
Dame Press, and he is co-editing a collaborative 
book called Orthodox Christian Perspectives 
on War, which explores this timely topic from 
multidisciplinary viewpoints.  

The HCHC Alumni Association applauds Holy 
Cross alumnus Perry Hamalis on all the work 
he is doing and hopes that his story will inspire 
others who seek to minister as laypersons in the 
Church and society.
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Hamalis Family
Pat, Gia Karria , Michael Romanos, , and Perry

Perry has very fond memories of Holy Cross, one of which involved 
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America while he was 
teaching Old Testament.  In class once, His Eminence, then Bishop 
Demetrios, told his students that 
we have “nothing to be afraid of in 
our studies” and instructed them 
to be rigorous in examining both 
the Bible text and our Orthodox 
Christian tradition.  He also 
remembers just how much he 
enjoyed living and worshiping on 
campus, and says that “one of the 
most formative dimensions about 
my time at Holy Cross was daily 
chapel attendance…I miss that.”  
While working toward his M.Div., 
Perry married his wife, Pat, who at 
the time was working toward her 
Master’s in Nursing at Boston College.  After graduation, they moved 
to Chicago to begin their respective Ph.D. programs, and are now 
parents to two children, Michael Romanos (13) and Gia Karria (11). 

Since earning his Ph.D. in Ethics from the University of Chicago, 
Perry has been working at North Central College as a professor in 
the Religious Studies and Philosophy department.  Some of the 
courses he teaches are Christian Ethics, Religion and Politics, World 
Religions, and Philosophical Ethics, in addition to Urban Ethics and 
Religion.  Last December he taught a travel seminar on “Orthodox 
Christianity in Historical-Cultural Context” and had an opportunity 
to take forty-five undergraduate students to Turkey and Greece with 
one of his colleagues.  In Constantinople, their group had an audience 
with His All-Holiness Patriarch Bartholemew, after which they spent 
a week in Athens visiting churches, museums, and monasteries. He is 
grateful for the experience, as it was the first time he was able to teach 
a course on Orthodoxy to predominantly non-Orthodox college 
students.

Although he is a devout Orthodox Christian who is the assistant 
chanter at his home parish and, who, with his priest’s blessing, 
preaches regularly in church while also offering some adult education 
courses in the Metropolis of Chicago, he feels very comfortable 
teaching at a school affiliated with the Methodist Church.  For 
him, one of the most valuable aspects is that religion is taught 
in phenomenological and academic way, asking students critical 
questions about their faith as well as other faiths, with the aim of 
moving from mere opinions to deepened understanding.  His passion 
for teaching and engaging students both in and out of the classroom 
earned him the “Dissinger Award for Outstanding Teaching and 

Article by Adam Pantazelos (SOT 2010)



 10  Together Again December 2011

The first ever Hellenic College Holy 
Cross Alumni homecoming offered an 
opportunity for HCHC alumni to come 
together once again to worship while 
engaging in fellowship and ongoing 
education on the campus of HCHC.  

October 10th - 12th activities included 
the annual Hellenic College vs. Holy 
Cross Football Game, the 3rd Annual 
HCHC Alumni vs. Seniors Bowling 
Tournament, and the 1st ever HCHC 
Alumni vs. Students Basketball Game. 
The results of the aforementioned ac-
tivities are as follows:

Highlights  

HomecomingTA

Fr. Demetri Costarakis (SOT 2004) 
playing defense against Hellenic College 
student Dean Tiggas

Hellenic College vs. Holy Cross Football Game: 
Holy Cross defeated Hellenic College in triple over-
time 27-21.

HCHC Alumni vs. HCHC Students Bowling: 
The Alumni averaged 106 in narrowly beating the 
students who had a 101 combined average.

HCHC Alumni vs. HCHC Students Basketball 
Game: The Alumni defeated students 62-55 in regu-
lation time.

Holy Cross student Yianno Pantazelos 
takes the plunge toward brother Adam 
Pantazelos (SOT 2010)

Alumni getting to know the seniors!

Alumni Homecoming introduced 
an ongoing education component 
with a lecture given by Dr. Timothy 
Patitsas (SOT 1994) entitled The 
Hospitality of Abraham: Pastoral and 
Ethical Reflections.
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Other Activites

Meetings were also held by the Alumni Board whose 
minutes will be available online in the near future on the 
Alumni section of the HCHC website (www.hchc.edu).  

We hope to improve for next year so if you would like to 
help in planning and to offer suggestions to make next 
year’s Homecoming even better than this one, please 
contact our Alumni Association Director Gregory Floor 
at (617) 850-1285 or email him at gfloor@hchc.edu.

Highlights  Fr. Theodore Petrides (SOT 1990) 
goes up against Holy Cross 
student and son Alexey 
Petrides....See the resemblance?

Fr. Phil Mousis (SOT 2000) plays defense against Holy Cross student 
Joshua Pappas

HCHC Seniors vs HCHC Alumni 3rd Annual Bowling Tournament.

Alexey Petrides carries the ball for Holy Cross.



On September 13, 2011, Hellenic College Holy Cross celebrated Great Vespers for the feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross with His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America presiding. This year twenty-two first-year seminarians received their school crosses and 
twenty-one Holy Cross seniors received a blessing to wear exorasa.

RASSOPHORIA
Fr. Steven Mathewes
Dn. Philip Begley
Dn. James Foreso
Dn. Michael Fulton
Demetrios Burikas
John Codis
James Guba
Francis Holliday
Nicholas Kalinosky
Nikolas Karloutsos
John Kavas
John Kocolas
Andreas Maclean
Athanasios Minetos
Vincent Minucci
Elefterios Plevrakis
Stephanos Ritsi
Stamatios Sfikas
John Wallace
Demetrios Wilson
John Uhl

STAVROPHORIA
Hellenic College
Dionysios Koulianos
Constantine Tiggas
Holy Cross
John Boyer
Theodore Cherpas
Timothy Cook
Charles Hambos
Andreas Houpos
Konstantinos Koutroubas
Thomas Manuel
Chris Mihalopoulos
John Pantazelos
Elefterios Plevrakis
William Redmon
John Russell
Ioannis Sakellariou
William Smith
Christos Strubakos
Anastasios Theodoropoulos
Daniel Triant
Gregory Tsikerdanos
James Tsikouris
Samuel Williams 

TA
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The Schole is about to embark on a journey 
of celebration to mark a most auspicious and 
important milestone, the 75th anniversary 
of its founding. It has grown from humble 
beginnings in the rural town of Pomfret, 
Connecticut to its present state astride the 
Brookline-Boston border. It started with 
fourteen students, truly pioneers in a bold 
experiment, and has grown into an institution 
that can boast not only of hundreds of clergy 
serving the Church in the United States and 
in many countries around the world, but also 
of graduates who  teach in many colleges and 
universities as well as those who carry the 
ideals of their faith and heritage into diverse 
professions and our society at large.

Suffice it to say that Holy Cross’ early years 
were difficult times. Those of us who have 
had the privilege, indeed the blessing, 
of speaking with graduates of the school 
from the Pomfret era, became aware of the 
hardships those students endured. There were 
water shortages, food was sometimes hard to 
come by during the war years and a vegetable 
garden was necessary. But perseverance was 
the order of the day, the experiment proved 
successful and we are all the better for it 
today.

A Chronicle of Hellenic College/Holy Cross 
was published in 1988 by Holy Cross 
Orthodox Press on the occasion of the 
school’s 50th anniversary. Compiled by 
the Rev. Dr. N. Michael Vaporis, ’49, it 
remains to this day the only comprehensive 
written history of the school, although Fr. 
Vaporis said it is not a complete history but 
a chronicle highlighting those fifty years 
with an emphasis on the last forty because 

content * content * contentTA Education, Faith and Service

HCHC Begins 75th 
               Anniversary Celebration
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(continued on page 16)

Father George Poulos, ’48, had 
just published Pomfret: The 
Golden Decade, also by Holy 
Cross Orthodox Press, which is a 
more detailed accounting of the 
school’s first ten years in Pomfret. 
Unfortunately, both of these 
books are long out of print. It 
was Fr. Vaporis’ hope, as he stated 
in the preface of his book, that 
eventually someone would produce 
a complete history of Hellenic 
College Holy Cross.

It is important to have an 
understanding of our beginnings 
in order to better appreciate 
what we are charged with 
supporting, sustaining and 
passing on to future generations, 
that we might imitate and 
honor those who came before 
us and struggled so mightily to 
plant their faith and heritage in 
this new world. Here follows a 
portion of the introduction to 
Fr. Vaporis’ Chronicle, providing 

us with some little known facts about 
the school’s origins. “Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology was a 
dream of Archbishop Athenagoras, 
elected archbishop of America on 30 
August 1930.  At the Sixth Clergy-Laity 
Congress in Boston (1935) the need for 
American trained clergy was discussed 
officially for the first time. A decision was 
taken to establish a two-year preparatory 
theological school where young men could 
be trained in the Greek language and 
orthodox religion and then sent abroad 
to complete their theological education 
in Greece or Constantinople....  This 
idea was embraced by the Archdiocesan 
Mixed Council on 9 September 1936...  At 
the Clergy-Laity Congress of Brockton 
(October 1936), Archbishop Athenagoras 
felt confident enough... to announce his 
plans for the theological school.”

Holy Cross opened in September of 1937. 
Fifteen students entered at that time. Three 
would leave for various reasons and two 
new students would enter the following 
year with advanced standing. They, with 
the remaining twelve, would comprise the 

Article by John Papson SOT 1969

Fr. George Papadeas, SOT 1942, first Holy Cross 
graduate to be ordained to the diaconate.

Fr. Constantine Theodore, SOT 1942, first Holy 
Cross graduate to be ordained to the priesthood.
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The inaugural event of the 75th Anniversary of Holy Cross kicked off on October 16th with 
a dinner cruise on Boston harbor on The Odyssey.  The night brought together trustees, 
administration, faculty, staff, students, alumni and friends of the school in a joyous beginning 
to two years of celebration, reflection and education. 

Ms. Tanya Contos, Fr. James Katinas, Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou, 
Mrs. Helen Carlos, Mr. Ron Hilliard, Mr. John Papson

Mrs. Helen Carlos, Chair, 75th Anniversary Committee

Other events, to be announced soon, are in the planning stages. Some of these will occur in 
several parts of the country and will be an opportunity for alumni and faithful to join in the 
celebration. A major effort of the committee, with assistance from many across the country, 
will be a commemorative album consisting of a written and pictorial history of the school as 
well as a fund-raising component.

first graduating class in 1942.  The plans for 
a two year preparatory school were scrapped 
with the start of World War II and the school 
expanded to a five year program. The school 
would remain in Pomfret for ten years, even 
existing in both Pomfret and Brookline for 
one year before the move to Brookline was 
completed in September of 1947. 

The Holy Cross Alumni Association was 
formed in May of 1950. The first officers 
were: President, Fr. George Papadeas, ’42; 
Vice-President, Fr. George Gallos, ’43; 
Secretary, (later Fr.) Homer Goumenis, ’48; 
and Treasurer, Fr. James Chreston, ’44.
The campus grew to its present size of fifty 
two acres from those humble beginnings and 
the institution expanded into a college that 
began granting the BA degree in 1968 and a 
graduate school of theology that grants the 
MDiv, MTS and ThM.

A 75th Anniversary Committee was formed 
in the Spring of 2011, charged with planning 
a series of events that would celebrate the 
school’s history with opportunities for 
spiritual reflection, academic and theological 
convocations and conferences, exhibits and 
fund-raising. The committee consists of 
a broad range of representation from the 
school’s trustees, administration, faculty, 
staff, students, alumni and members of 
the Greek Orthodox community.   Plans 
are for the celebration to culminate at 
Commencement of 2013. This will also 
mark the 50th anniversary of the opening of 
Holy Cross Chapel. 

Sadly, Fr. George Papadeas reposed just 
as this edition of Together Again went to 
press.  Eternal Memory!

A special section on the HCHC 
website is being developed that will 
have ongoing news about anniversary 
events.    

Please contact John Papson at 
jpapson@hchc.edu (or 617-850-
1377) for more information or to 
sponsor an event in honor of the 
75th anniversary.
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The Odyssey

St. Romanos the Melodist Byzantine Choir

 

Led by the new Assistant Professor of 
Byzantine Music, Grammenos Karanos, 
the choir is composed of students from 
Hellenic College Holy Cross and had the 
opportunity to chant for an audience of 
attendees at the 75th Anniversary kickoff 
on the Odyssey.
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TA celebrating 75 years



Ms. Tanya Contos, Fr. James Katinas, Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou, 
Mrs. Helen Carlos, Mr. Ron Hilliard, Mr. John Papson

Mrs. Helen Carlos, Chair, 75th Anniversary Committee

The Odyssey

Accreditation

From November 6 -10, 2011 HCHC was visited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC) and the Association of 
Theological Schools in the United States and Canada (ATS) for the purpose of re-accreditation.  For the past year and a half we were involved 
in a rigorous self-study which was led by Dr. Bruce Beck. All the hard work and preparation of documents culminated in a well received visit 
from the ATS and NEASC teams. The Chairmen of both Visiting Teams expressed the gratitude of all their Team Members for the genuine 
and warm reception our community extended to them throughout the days of their visit.

HCHC received from both Teams many positive remarks about our institutional mission, function and community life. We also received 
a number of constructive recommendations as we plan for the future.  The official statement and decisions will be forwarded to us after the 
Commissions of both ATS and NEASC meet in February of 2012.  An official decision will be received in the first week of March 2012.

Diaconate Program

Holy Cross welcomed thirty-nine students to its campus 
to participate in the annual Summer Session of the Special 
Program for the Diaconate. This was the fifth summer 
session of the new Program for the Diaconate, a non-
degree program under the joint direction of the faculty of 
Holy Cross and the Holy Eparchial Synod. For two weeks 
in August (August 1-12, 2011) students took intensive 
courses in church history, pastoral care, liturgics, chant, 
and Greek all taught by current or emeritus faculty of Holy 
Cross.

 
His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios of Atlanta spent a 
day with the students addressing particular pastoral and 
ecclesiastical responsibilities of the deacon in the Orthodox 
Church.  Students enrolled in the program come from all 
metropolises of the Archdiocese. Seven students completed the program over the summer, while the Summer Session saw nine new students 
enter the program. To date, seven graduates of the program have been ordained to the holy diaconate.

Kallinikeion Institute

August 2011 marked the ten year anniversary of the Kallinikeion 
Institute at Hellenic College. The program, generously funded by 
the Kallinikeion Foundation, offers a full-immersion, intensive 
language program in Modern Greek at no cost to all full-time HCHC 
students and especially to all Greek Orthodox seminarians. With two 
hundred and sixty nine graduates and 1,846 hours of instruction, the 
Kallinikeion Institute has undertaken the responsibility of educating 
HCHC students to be ambassadors of Hellenic language and culture 
nationwide. Many Kallinikeion graduates are already serving in 
parishes across the U.S., bringing their love and knowledge of Modern 
Greek to their communities. 

This year the Kallinikeion Institute at Hellenic College offered two 
sections of Beginning Modern Greek and one section of Intermediate 
Modern Greek with a total enrollment of 47 students, the majority 
of whom are seminarians. Kallinikeion faculty included Mata Dova, 

Ph.D., Associate Professor of Classics and Modern Greek Studies at Hellenic College and Kallinikeion Institute Director, Panayotis League, 
Ph.D. and Instructor of Modern Greek Studies and Music at Hellenic College, and Kleanthi Mavrogiannaki, M.A., Visiting Instructor of 
Modern Greek Studies at Hellenic College and director of “Greek for Kids.”

TA campus happenings
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hellenic college scholarships

PRESENTS THE 4TH ANNUAL

CHRYSOSTOM 
SCHOLARSHIP

Awarded to each St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival 
2012 individual parish senior division first place speaker

100% FREE FIRST YEAR TUITION*

Up to 80% tuition scholarships for the following 3 years, a total value of up to $68,000*

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Gregory Floor, Director of Admissions
gfloor@hchc.edu † (866) 424-2338 or (617) 850-1285

          www.hchc.edu/hellenic            

          facebook.com/helleniccollege

*Subject to then current Hellenic College, Inc. terms and conditions. Does not include room and board, fees or 
books. All students must go through the normal application process and meet all requirements for admission.

HELLENIC COLLEGE OFFERS DEGREES IN:

Elementary Education  †  Management & Leadership 
Literature & History  †  Human Development 

Religious Studies  †  Classics

Come and See
Scholarship

This scholarship provides for up to 
80% of tuition for up to four years 
for all incoming students in Hellenic 
College. The purpose of this schol-
arship is to encourage young men 
and women to “come and see” what 
Hellenic College is all about with the 
confident expectation that, after expe-
riencing the academic and Orthodox 
Christian environment on campus, 
students will want to stay for their 
entire course of study in the college. 
This sizeable tuition break currently is 
being offered for all accepted Hellenic 
College students. 

Chrysostom
Scholarship
This scholarship operates in conjunction 
with the St. John Chrysostom Oratori-
cal Festival that takes place annually in 
the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
of America and Orthodox jurisdic-
tions which hold an annual Oratorical 
Festival. The Chrysostom Scholarship 
will be awarded to the first-place speaker 
(male or female) in each parish. This 
award will provide 100% of tuition for 
the recipient’s first year of study at Hel-
lenic College and up to 80% of tuition 
for the remaining three years. This is an 
estimated savings of more than $65,000. 
The Chrysostom Scholarship is intended 
to afford young men and women the 
opportunity to continue their education 
in an Orthodox Christian environment 
while also encouraging more parishes to 
participate in the Oratorical Festival. 

is proud to announce the 

COME AND SEE SCHOLARSHIP
(JOHN 1:46)

*Subject to then current Hellenic College, Inc. terms and conditions. Master of Divinity seminarians of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese are 
not eligible for the Come and See Scholarship, but receive funding according to the terms and conditions as set forth by Leadership 100.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Gregory Floor, Director of Admissions
gfloor@hchc.edu  · (866) 424-2338 or (617) 850-1285

          www.hchc.edu/hellenic              facebook.com/helleniccollege

UP TO 80% TUITION SCHOLARSHIPS 

FOR ALL 2012 ACCEPTED APPLICANTS* 

HELLENIC COLLEGE IS THE OLDEST AND LARGEST ACCREDITED ORTHODOX 
CHRISTIAN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN NORTH AMERICA. 

HELLENIC COLLEGE OFFERS DEGREES IN:

· Elementary Education  

· Management & Leadership

· Literature & History  

· Human Development

· Religious Studies  

· Classics

TATA
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Believing in Hellenic CollegeTA

I was never too sure about Hellenic College. Maybe because it seemed that the school 
itself wasn’t quite sure of who it should be – whether a liberal arts college, a preparatory 
college for seminarians, a Greek Orthodox Christian college, or something else.

When I entered Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology in the late 1980s after 
graduating from Penn State, I met some wonderful graduates from Hellenic College. In 
fact, the valedictorian of my class was a Hellenic graduate. During my three and a half 
years at HCHC, though, it seemed that the Hellenic students were mostly seminarians, 
and not much else.

In 2005, I returned from ten years in the mission field and came to teach at Holy Cross. 
I must confess that I still held a skeptical view of the undergraduate school. Over the 
past six years, however, as I have taught classes in Hellenic College, my attitude has 
completely changed! I have seen the school come to a clearer understand of who she 
is – an Orthodox Christian college, which prepares some students to enter the graduate 
school of theology through their religious studies program, while educating other 
students in elementary education, management and leadership, literature and history, 
the classics and Greek studies, and human development.

I’ve noticed a definite change in the student body, with a 
number of smart, gifted and faithful students who could 
have gone to other colleges or universities yet chose to come 
to Hellenic College because of the unique educational 
opportunities here. The School’s Cross Road summer 
program has played an important role in this transformation. 
Outstanding high school juniors and seniors are coming to their 
summer program for two weeks, getting a taste of life on the 
“holy hill,” and from that experience deciding to enter Hellenic 
College.

The direction and mission of the school has become more refined, and this vision is more apparent to both students and observers 
of the school. The mission statement on Hellenic College’s website states in part, “Graduates leave us deeply committed to a life 
of faith, learning and service. We trust that these men and women will excel in their chosen careers and make the world a 
better place.”  I see that these aren’t just words, but a present reality. Hellenic College students have certain unique opportunities 
to learn at a higher institution with a clear Greek Orthodox Christian character. 

I’ve seen students inspired by taking on the new President’s Challenge, which combines learning and practical opportunities of 
service to the community at large. Last semester ten students spent their spring break going on a short-term missions trip to an 
orphanage in Guatamala, and three others began their summer by going on a school led missions trip to Albania. And a number of 
students participate in a weekly soup kitchen held at Resurrection of Christ Orthodox Church in Boston.

Having such experiences, and then being able to process them within a faith-based community can help young college students 
come to a deeper understanding of what life is truly about – loving and serving one another.

As a student at HCHC 20 years ago, I would not have imagined encouraging one of my children to go to Hellenic College. 
Today, I have quite a different attitude. Hellenic College offers something unique. I’ve seen children of peers and friends who have 
sent their daughters and sons to Hellenic, and they love the experience. I have a parishioner whom I am encouraging to consider 
Hellenic next year. I would even say that in the future, if one of my four children decided this school is the best fit for them, I 
would not only accept their decision, I would be pleased.  

Fr. Luke A. Veronis is the director of the Missions Institute 
of Orthodox Christianity, an adjunct instructor for both 
Holy Cross and Hellenic College, and the pastor of Sts. 
Constantine and Helen Greek Orthodox Church in 
Webster, MA.

“I would even say that in the future, 
if one of my four children decided 
this school is the best fit the them....
I would be pleased.”

Article by Fr. Luke Veronis, SOT 1992
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Hellenic College spotlightTA

ellenic College has always sought to be a place where men and women can prepare for careers in an 
Orthodox Christian environment. Many of our Hellenic College alumni have gone on to experience 
success in their fields of study, using their Hellenic College education as a stepping stone to furthering 
their career aspirations, while not forgetting their roots and from where they came.  Eugenia 
Giannakopoulou is an alumna of Hellenic College who has gone on to have success as an attorney both 
in the United States and in Greece, while remaining focused on what is most important in life.

Evgenia (or Jennie, as she is known) graduated from Hellenic College in 1996 with a Bachelor of Arts in Human 
Development.  She recalls very fondly that, although Hellenic College is in the United States, for her it felt like being 
home in Greece.  During her time at Hellenic College, she became very fond of hearing Byzantine chant, speaking the 
Greek language, and eating in the Condakes Refectory.  Most importantly, she believes that Hellenic College provided 
her with a solid basis and starting point for the rest of her professional career.

For two years after her commencement, Jennie worked with delinquent and emotionally challenged adolescents.  After 
earning a Master’s of Science degree in Criminology from Northeastern University, she received a Juris Doctor from 
Boston University School of Law with a specialization in International Law.  While in law school she was also thankful 
to receive two scholarships which assisted her with tuition, the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation 
and Eleni Gatzoyannis scholarships.  During this time, she also served as a summer law clerk to Judge Richard G. 

Stearns with the United States District Court in 
Boston, MA, and as an Adviser to the Permanent 
Mission of Greece to the United Nations in New 
York.   Currently she is a member of the Boston, 
American, Hellenic, and Athens Bar Associations.

Much of this experience led to a very memorable 
and exciting time in her life, as she returned to 
Greece and assisted with the national task of 
preparing to host the 2004 Olympic Games 
in Athens.  As the International Security 
Cooperation Project Manager, she was a member 
of the Security Division participating in critical 
security planning, while also being the liaison 
to the international clients of the Organizing 
Committee (National Olympic Committees, 
Security Agencies, Sponsors).  

“I want to maintain a life-work 
balance, create a happy family, raise children 
who know the difference of right from 
wrong, choose to follow their heart in doing 
the right thing, appreciate what God has 
given them, and think creatively in an effort 
to make this world - and in particular, this 
country - a better place.”  
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Jennie Giannakopoulou
Hellenic College Class of 1996
Law Offices of Jennie Giannakopoulou
Website: http://www.jg-greeklaw.gr/
Email: info@jg-greeklaw.gr

Evgenia (Jennie) 
Giannakopoulou  

Together Again December 2011  21

and in Greece, Jennie is truly grateful for the education that she received from Hellenic College.  She says that she is 
thankful to His Eminence Archbishop Iakovos for having honored her with a scholarship, making it possible for her to study 
at the School. The HCHC Alumni Association would like to congratulate Jennie on her success both in her career and with 
the birth of her son Konstantinos, and we pray for the Lord’s continued blessings upon her and her family in the future.

Article by Adam Pantazelos (SOT 2010)

Currently, Jennie resides with her husband, Spyros 
Galiatsatos, and her newborn son Konstantinos in Athens, 
where she has started her own practice. She now specializes in 
providing legal services to the Hellenic diaspora worldwide.  
Being licensed in both Massachusetts and Greece, she says 
her work allows her to travel a lot and maintain a presence in 
Boston while still being based in Athens.   

In spite of all her experience, Jennie admits the most 
memorable time of her life was the birth of her son 
Konstantinos.  She believes that her work experiences, 
career advancement and professional success seem minor 
when compared to motherhood.  With all the challenges of 
balancing a professional career and the demands of family 
life, she has not forgotten what is most important to her.  To 
Jennie, her focus is to “maintain a life-work balance, create 
a happy family, raise children who know the difference of 
right from wrong, choose to follow their heart in doing 
the right thing, appreciate what God has given them, and 
think creatively in an effort to make this world - and in 
particular, this country - a better place.”  Even as she devotes herself to her 
family, nonetheless, being the founder and managing partner of a law firm has 
materialized her professional aspirations of providing high quality legal services 
in a niche practice.  For her, this task has proved to be both challenging and 
fulfilling.

In addition, Jennie has continued to be very active within the Greek-American 
community in Boston, including teaching Greek for more than ten years, 
providing legal and interpretation 
services (both on a paid and pro bono 
basis) and being an active member 
of the Pan-Macedonian Association 
(past president of the Boston Youth 
Chapter and dance group member).

From her beginnings at Hellenic 
College, to becoming an attorney 
practicing in both the United States 



 22  Together Again December 2011

content * content * content

q

st

s
1937

HELLENIC COLLEGE

H
O

LY
 C

R
O

S
S G

R
EEK ORTHODOX SCHOO

L 
O

F
 T

H
E

O
L

O
G

Y

1937 2012



Together Again December 2011  23

TA
Campus Activities Board Director: Nick Lionas      
Assistant Director: Michael Kallis        Treasurer: Dimitri Burikas       Corresponding Secretary: Ted Cherpas       Recording Secretary: Ivey Brown

Campus Activities Board (CAB) is an organization committed to community development.  At a school that is building 
well-rounded leaders in the world, CAB offers the students of Hellenic 
College Holy Cross the ability to connect with everyone more personally 
on campus.  CAB focuses on bringing students and their families together 
for fellowship and service.  

SOME OF OUR EVENTS

Orientation:
This year CAB put together team building exercises to help bring the first 
year students together.  It was an opportunity for them to get to know each 
other and grow into the community.

Panigiris:
Twice each year, on the Saturdays following the Universal Exaltation of the Holy Cross and following Pascha, CAB puts 
on a Panigiri open to the entire HCHC community and the 
Philoxenia House of the Metropolis of Boston.  A DJ provides a 
full evening of entertainment, including traditional Greek folk 
dances.  A group of student volunteers spend two days planning 
and cooking a fabulous meal enjoyed by all.

Service Projects:
This year, CAB has made it a priority to provide opportunities 
for students to offer service to the Boston community.  This 
includes offering meals to the homeless, making blankets for 
hospital patients and running clothing drives to help those in 
the cold during the winter.  
 
Fall Fest: 
Held at the end of October, families in married student housing as well as students in the dormitory, come together in 
fellowship to play games, paint pumpkins, fish for donuts and even sing karaoke.  It’s a “come one, come all” event that 
truly brings the community together right before it really starts to get cold.

Upcoming Events:
HCHC Tournament of Champions
Laser Tag 
Super Bowl Party
March Madness
Talent/Variety Show

campus activities board

Work with other student organizations:
Campus Activities Board works closely with many other 
on campus organizations, especially with the Spiritual Life 
Committee, offering symposia as a way for students to hear 
and see examples of wisdom and spirituality from learned and 
experienced members of the Church.  CAB also works closely 
with the Married Students Association and the Athletic 
Committee.



From the Editor: 

After sending out the first ever “green issue” 
of  Together Again, the Hellenic College Holy 
Cross Office of Alumni Relations received a 
great deal of positive and constructive feedback 
from our HCHC alumni.  For the spring 
issue, our goal was to offer a publication that 
was both informative, and visually appealing 
to our Hellenic College Holy Cross alumni 
base.  In addition, we hoped to follow the lead 
of His All Holiness Patriarch Bartholomew of 
Constantinople in being more conscious of our 
actions and the consequences that they have on 
the environment.

As a result, we received many emails from alumni 
who expressed their appreciation with our 
“green issue”.  In total, we printed 250 copies 
of Together Again that were distributed 
upon request, and emailed 
everyone who was in our alumni 
database a link to the PDF version 
of the magazine, which was viewed 
on PCs, iPads, e-readers, and even 
smart phones.  Just to illustrate the 
contrast from past issues, we normally 
would have printed 1,000 copies of the 
magazine and mailed them to the homes 
of alumni that we have in our database.  
With 750 fewer issues printed and at 28 
pages per copy, we ended up saving a grand 
total of 21,000 pages of paper!

We would like to commend our alumni for 
supporting our efforts to be environmentally 
responsible, and we hope to continue making 
improvements on Together Again moving 
forward.  In addition, we have provided  the 
emails that we received from our HCHC alumni 
regarding the latest issue of the magazine.  
Moving forward, we welcome your comments 
and concerns, and if you would like to provide 
us with your feedback, please feel free to do 
so by emailing us at togetheragain@hchc.edu. 
On behalf of our Director of Alumni Relations 
Gregory Floor, we wish you a beautiful and 
blessed end to 2011, as we anticipate the feast 
of the Incarnation of our Lord, God and Savior 
Jesus Christ.

With love in the Lord,

Adam Pantazelos, SOT 2010
Together Again Editor

Comments to the Editor:

Thank you for your effort to aid the School and at 
the same time our environment! God bless you. 
– Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco

The Spring Issue of Together Again is magnificent! 
Very enjoyable and informative. Beautifully done!
-Fr. Stanley Harakas

Thanks! Nice job! Keep up the great work Thanasi 
and Greg! 
-Fr. Nicholas Kastanas

Thank you for being so environmentally 
responsible. I enjoyed receiving Together 
Again.  The articles and graphics are exceptional. 
-Fr. Thomas J. Paris

Nice job guys. 
-Theo Nicholakis

Congratulations on a beautiful “green” issue of 
Together Again!  I wish you continued success with 
the project, as well as with the wonderful and 
exciting activities you are organizing at HCHC.  
-Presv. Sandra Roll 
(Former Together Again Editor)

I just read through Together Again and wanted to 
thank you and congratulate you for doing such a 
great job.  The writing, pictures and presentation 
were just perfect.  For many of us, our years passed 
at HCHC were the best years of our lives in many 
ways.  You capture much of that feeling in Together 
Again.
-John Heropoulos
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What a wonderful, publication! Thank you 
for your excellent, positive contributions for 
all of us. 
–Dr. John Chirban

I applaud your efforts to be environmentally 
responsible. 
– Helen Theodoropoulos 

This is Ioan Leonte, a new graduate from 
Romania. I want to congratulate you and all 
the people involved in the construction of the 
present issued of Together Again.  Thank you 
and God bless HCHC! 
- Ioan Leonte

Suggestions:

Will Together Again include the Special 
Program for The Diaconate in the future? 
-Michael Albano

TA: Greetings in Christ Michael!  Thank you 
for your suggestion, we have placed an update 
from the Diaconate Program in this issue 
under the “Campus Happenings” section on 
page 17.

It is always good to keep up with the news of 
the Alumni, especially for the clergy that are 
on the verge of retirement.  How about an 
article about the past-presidents of the Alumni 
Association?  What are they doing, and what 
has happened to them?
Thanks,
- Fr. James Rousakis (a past president)

TA: Thank you Father, that is a wonderful 
idea!  The Alumni Association board is 
currently working on compiling a piece for 
the spring 2012 issue of Together Again.  We 
hope to interview some of the past presidents 
in order to put together a timeline of Alumni 
Association Presidents.



Dear Fellow Alumni,

I hope that this letter finds you in good health and spiritual delight as we 
look to begin the fast of the Nativity of Christ.  As this year’s student body 
president I would like to take this opportunity to share with you the recent 
happenings of the Student Government Association (SGA).

The very first project that the SGA Executive Board undertook and 
completed this year was to revitalize our office.  Our office is a great place for 
small meetings and for students to come and meet with their representatives 
during their office hours.  It also showcases one of our student’s artistic 
abilities with his frescoes of the Holy Cross and the face of Jesus Christ.  The 
SGA welcomes all alumni to our office for a cup of coffee on your next return 
home.

We are currently working with the Metropolis of New Jersey and the alumni board to revitalize the Saint John 
Chrysostom Room in the basement of the dormitory.  We are looking to add comfortable, fun, stylish and affordable 
furniture, a new entertainment center, fresh paint and décor to this area.  It is our hope to have a part of the J.C. Room 
named the Alumni Lounge, donating to the alumni association to support the students in this endeavor is a great 
opportunity for graduates of our school to give back directly to the students to improve the quality of life on-campus.
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Pictured with George Athanasiou, past SGA president

This year the SGA is also focusing on community service.  Each of the 
Executive Board members will be hosting community service events that 
are close to their hearts.  Some of the classes and other organizations 
within the SGA will also host such events throughout the year.

The SGA has also been very involved in dialogue with the administration 
of the school.  The SGA has representatives to the faculty meetings 
of both Hellenic College and Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology.  Students are also on the 75th anniversary committee and 
members of the executive board are in constant working relationship 
with the Dean of Students, Director of Housing, Chief Operating 
Officer and President of the School.

I would like to thank all of the alumni who came this year for alumni weekend.  The students had a wonderful time 
being with the alumni who visited Columbus Day Weekend, and even though we lost to the Alumni in the basketball 
game we look forward to another game next year as we continue to celebrate our school’s 75th anniversary.  It is the 
hope of the students as well as the alumni association that next year’s October reunion can be a more wonderful 
homecoming, filled with time for fellowship with school mates, social time with current students and corporate 
worship in our beautiful chapel.

In His Service,

Andrew John Pavlakos

SGA President 2011-2012



Paul Gikas, SOT 2000, has been appointed Youth 
Director for the Metropolis of San Francisco.

Chris Avramopoulos, SOT 1998, and 
Nicole Margaret Gaefke Announce their 
engagement! An April wedding is planned!
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Fr. John T. Bacon, SOT (M.T.S.) 1985, (Th.M.) 1992, received his M.Ed. from 
Cambridge College in Cambridge, MA in 2006.  In 2010 he celebrated his 25th 
anniversary as pastor of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary parish in Chelsea, MA.  
He received the Michael V. Bhatia Humanitarian Award by Old Colony Council, 
Boy Scouts of America, for Service to the Youth of the World Through Scouting 
in 2010.  Fr. John and Matushka Elizabeth became grandparents on April 1st, 2010 
with the coming of Zackery Martin Bacon, and celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary on June 26, 2011.

Rastko Jovic, SOT 2006, moved to Thessaloniki after graduating 
from Holy Cross and spent one year there studying the Greek 
language.  He then enrolled in a Ph.D. program with professor 
Petros Vassiliadis. In 2010 he worked as a teacher of Religious 
Education in Serbia. While in Serbia, he worked as an associate 
of Pedagogical-Catechetical Institute in Belgrade. He was also 
blessed in 2007 with Sarah, his second child.

TA

Sarai Southrey, SOT 2004, and her husband 
Nicholas Taraborelli welcomed their first 
daughter Luna Ethel on June 23, 2011.

Bob Palas, HC 2003, and his wife 
Constance welcomed their first daughter 
Sophie Paige on September 20, 2011 

Micah Hirschey, HC 2004, SOT 2007, and wife 
Anastasia (Hartzes) were married on June 4, 2011.

Fr. Allan Boyd, SOT 2009, was 
ordained to the Holy Priesthood on July 
17, 2011 at St. Sophia Cathedral in Los 
Angeles, California.



Together Again December 2011  27

Kazakis

Megan Nutzman, SOT (M.T.S.) 2003, (Th.M.) 2005, 
and Chris Morris were married on July 3, 2010 at St. 
George Greek Orthodox Church in St. Paul, Minnesota.  
Since graduating from Holy Cross she received her M.A. 
in Classics from the University of Chicago in 2008.  
Megan is currently working on her dissertation proposal 
on ritual healing in Roman Palestine in the Classics 
Department at the University of Chicago.  

Dn. Demetrios Kazakis, HC 2008, SOT 2011, was ordained to the Holy 
Diaconate on July 30, 2011 at the Kimisis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church in 
Brooklyn, NY by His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America.  He has also been 
assigned to the Kimisis Theotokou parish.

Eleni (Poulos) Grasos, SOT 2006, is expecting her third 
child and currently works from home to offer curriculum 
ideas at www.orthodoxeducation.blogspot.com, as well 
as custom Orthodox invitation design services at www.
orthodoxdesign.com.  She also has the great blessing to work 
with the newly tonsured sisters of the All Saints Monastery 
in Long Island, NY to publish an upcoming children’s book, 
“Our Hymn to Panagia.”  If you would like to get in touch, 
please e-mail her at eleniemarie@gmail.com.

Stephen, HC 2011, and Christina (Gilbert) 
HC 2008, Kakis welcomed their first son 
Angelo Matthew, on September 26, 2011

Catherine Varkas, SOT 1983, trains preschool teachers, 
Sunday School teachers, and anyone who works with 3-6 year 
olds.  Her program is called “Spiritual Formation, the Early 
Child” and teaches adults how to work with young children for 
Orthodox catechesis with hands on learning.  It meets the de-
velopmental needs of children as they are in their most sensitive 
period of spiritual formation. The whole curriculum is biblical 
and liturgically based.  It takes place on the campus of Hellenic 
College from June 18-29, 2012. If you would like to participate 
in this program, contact Catherine Varkas at (508) 367-7254. 

Presvytera Christina Tomaras Callos, HC 1978, and her husband Fr. Stephen Callos, SOT 1978, have five children and four grandchildren.  Presvytera 
Christina teaches psychology at Cleveland State University and also does business consulting and coaching.  She is finishing her PhD in Human and 
Organizational Development at Fielding Graduate University in Santa Barbara, CA.  Fr. Stephen is the Dean of Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral in 
Cleveland, Ohio.  Two of their children Fr. George Callos, SOT 2007, and Priscilla Callos, SOT 2009, are also graduates of Holy Cross.   Fr. George is 
assistant pastor at the Annunciation Church in Akron, Ohio. 

Madees Koury, HC 2007, moved back to Palestine after graduating from Hellenic College.  She has since been working for her family’s business, The 
Teybeh Brewing Company,  which is the first and only Palestinian beer in the Middle East.  She graduated with her BA in Management and Leadership from 
Hellenic College and while working in Palestine, continued her education and received her Masters in Business Administration.  If any of you are visiting the 
Holy Land, please feel welcome to contact Madees at medo205@hotmail.com.

 
Additional Class Notes:



Holy Cross Bookstore
Hellenic College & Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

50 Goddard Avenue, Brookline, MA 02445

www.holycrossbookstore.com
Mon-Fri  9:30am - 4:30pm     Toll-free: 1-800-245-0599     Fax: 617-850-1430     Email: hcbks@hchc.edu

MIKRON EUCHOLOGION
AN ORTHODOX PRAYER BOOK

N. M. Vaporis, editor
$29.95

MISSION IN CHRIST’S WAY
Archbishop Anastasios (Yannoulatos)

$24.95

ATLAS OF AMERICAN ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN CHURCHES

Alexei Krindatch, editor
$19.95

SEED FOR THE SOWER:
PREACHING MATTERS

Alexander Goussetis
$19.95

ENCOUNTERING WOMEN OF FAITH 
VOLUME 2

Kyriaki Fitzgerald, editor
$19.95

THE EXPERIENCE OF GOD
VOLUME 3

Dumitru Staniloae
$24.95

OrthodoxJobs.com is a free service that receives 
over 4,000 unique visitors each month and has listed 
over 350 job postings in Orthodox Christian lay 
ministry since its inception in 2005.

Job Posting for parishes and organizations who are 
hiring or seeking volunteers for lay ministries.

Resume Posting for capable individuals searching 
for positions in parishes and organizations.

Service Listing for consultants and for-hire positions 
who serve a specialized need in the life of the church.

OrthodoxJobs.com is a joint venture of the 
Department of Internet Ministries of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America 
and the Office of Vocation and 
Ministry at Hellenic College.

Elementary 
School 
Teacher

Youth  
Director

Pastoral 
Assistant

Job opening at your parish?
Looking for work in the Church?

Choir Director
Iconographer
Children’s Book Illustrator
Wedding Photographer
Camp Program Director
And many more!

Post it! Find it!


